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Goldie: My name' s Goldie Perkey. 
L~T: Goldie Perkey. And when were you born? 
Goldie: Born in Ceredo, lived here in Huntington all my life. 
INT: And what was your date of birth? 
Goldie: May the 2nd, 1904. 
INT: When did you first go to work at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, I went to Charles Bolt Glass Company, which was later, but. .. took over by 
Charles Bolt Glass Company. And I went over there in '17, 1917. 
INT: And how old were you when you started there? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
INT: When you started working, came to Owens? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
INT: You were fourteen when you started working at Owens? (GP: Uh-huh) And what was your 
first job there? 
Goldie: Oh, a selector. 
INT: A selector. What exactly does that include? 
Goldie: Uh, the bottles comes down and you, then you wrapped them and put them in box of 
twelve whiskey bottles in a box. And of course later, they went to everything, you know. All 
kinds of glass. But at that time it was mostly beer bottles and whiskey bottles. And we'd put 
twelve in a box and nail 'em up and let 'em go on down. 
INT: [inaudible] 
Goldie: . .. six months, and then I uh, the joke of it was, it was ten cents an hour. So, and ten 
hours a day . 
INT: In 1917. 
Goldie: So. . . . And then I went up to Armstrong ... I don't, you don't, you know where 
Kroger is now [referring to 1st St. and 7'h Ave. in Huntington]? That was Armstrong Stove 
Factory built there. And uh, so I worked there two years and a half, and then got married. 
INT: Did you all, when you were working at Owens, the selector, did you enjoy it? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah. The people were down-to-earth and then that morning, me and two other girls 
and [inaudible name] Cyrus and his brother, Flipper, was bosses. They'd walk in the plant and go, 
you know, I said, "Do you all want or need any women this morning?'? Me fourteen years old. 
And he said, ''No, he had girls laid off" But anyhow, he hired me and I went back, I went to 
work right then. The other girls came back then in the morning. 
INT: Were the most people, were the most people doing the same job .as you, were they women? 
Goldie: Yeah, they were all women then. 
INT: All women were selectors? 
Goldie: But the men, they packed the boxes and things; we didn't pack ' em. We filled 'em but 
we didn't lift them up or anything like that. 
INT: Were any of your supervisors women? (GP: Huh?) Were any of your supervisors women? 
Goldie: No, I wasn ' t. Now my son was supervisor in shipping department. He worked up at the 
warehouse for about five or six years [inaudible]. . . near St. Mary's Hospital or some place. But 
he ' s retired . 
INT: But none of the supervisors [inaudible] 
Goldie: No. Well, they were just kind of crew leaders. My daughter was a crew leader. But 
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that , that's no supervisor. 
INT: Did anyone in your family or the community around here, did they want to oppose you 
working there as a woman back then? 
Goldie: No. 
INT: And I think you mentioned some of this. Were any other members of your family employed 
here? 
Goldie: Well, my mother worked there one time. That was before I went there at fourteen, I 
think, when I was fourteen; she's worked there, I think. But my, my husband went there in '32, 
and he worked there until '38, then he went in the hospital, Veterans Hospital. 
INT: And what did he do? 
Goldie: He was uh, on the hot end, they called it. What is it they called it? Well, we called it the 
hot end. He was there on the big machines making the bottles . (INT: ,Making the bottles) And 
uh, then he went to Veterans Hospital and stayed in the Veterans Hospital for twelve years before 
he passed . So, then I went to work at Owens and worked there. . . . But in the meantime, I was 
helping putting on dinners and we formed a club and, us women, wives, and so we got along. 
INT: Did you have any other job at Owens besides the selector? 
Goldie: No, I, just, well, as I said, I helped put on dinners. But they just paid me for that. But 
when they hired me, I was hired out of the first melt department, as a matron. And I worked 
there eighteen years before I retired . 
INT: Did you feel that the women working at Owens, did you feel that they had the same 
opportunities as the men there? Opportunities to . . . 
Goldie: Yes. But at that time, most of the selectors, course I wasn't no selector, my daughter 
,., 
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was. But uh, they were all women. Men, they were, they, as I said, picked up the ware, and they 
didn't have to haul it around, the women did. But they were selectors. Since then they've had 
men and women. Which they ain't got nobody know. 
INT: Did you work shifts at Owens? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, swing shifts. 
INT: And which ones were those? How often ... (Goldie: What?) What were the hours? 
Goldie: Well, morning shift was seven ti! three, afternoon was three to eleven, and then eleven ti! 
seven. And we changed every week. 
INT: Changed every week. (Goldie: Mmrn-hmm) Did you socialize with the other people on 
your shift? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah! 
INT: What did you do usually? 
Goldie: They wasn' t. .. they wasn't older than me. See, I was, I was thirty-two when I went 
there. Of course, I knew everybody before I went because I was raised around there, raised my 
family right around ninth and tenth avenue. But they were a nice bunch of people. It was a big 
family. And of course, you would run, you would always run into somebody get smart now and 
then. But they were, they were a nice bunch of people. Now, we have our retirees club now. I 
don't know anybody you've interviewed .. .Ike .. . I think he was ... (INT: Yes) well, I went to 
Sunday School class meeting and that's the first one I've missed. 
INT: It was Ike and ... 
Goldie: What's her name? Oh, what? Shucks, anyhow she worked there and her sister worked 
there. But then she quit and went into, I think, real estate business or something. 
-4-
INT: So when you, did you socialize with the people on the job or did you socialize after hours? 
Goldie: Well, we were all friendly in the plant and then we'd all work at dinners and they'd have 
parties and we'd, we'd all socialize. Of course, you know, [inaudible] working we couldn 't. But 
if there were any dinners or any parties. 
INT: Did you participate in any of the company sponsored social activities? 
Goldie: In bowling I went. . . 
INT: Company team? 
Goldie: Well, we played our own way, but they was our sponsor. Yeah, I went to work there, I 
mean, bowling in '37. And I bowled ti! '68 in the forms league. I got·up [inaudible] Mr. Frankel 
used, I don' t know if he'd remember me. But he was a big man. I think he uh, he just had a 
[inaudible] and his knee jumped out of whack and so I was off and they just replaced me. Now, 
I'm bowling in the senior league. 
INT: How often did, how often did you bowl? Once a week or . . . ? 
Goldie: Yeah, once a week. Thursday evening then. And ifwe were working three to eleven, 
we'd bowl out. But now we bowl one o'clock Friday. I won't be able to bowl this Friday .. I 
don't think. 
INT: Did the management and hourly workers, did they all socialize together at all? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, manager's wife, she'd come by and pick me up to take me up to the Field 
House on Fifth Avenue at 26th Street up there some place on, near the Field House, I think. And 
she, she come by. Yeah, we all socialized. One of them didn' t feel any better-, bigger than the 
other. They, if they did, they didn't show it. 
INT: So you all got along? 
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Goldie: Oh, yeah, we all got along, no trouble . 
lNT: Uh, were you a member of the local union? (Goldie: Oh, yeah) Which one was that? 
Goldie: GGBA, I think. (INT: GGBA?) Uh-huh, Glass Bottle and Plastics, something like that. 
Yeah. I still belong to the retired [inaudible] there's a, we all belong to that. Of course, we don't 
have no say-so now because none of us is working. So, or was before the plant went out; we 
were retired . 
INT: How often did you go to the local union meetings? 
Goldie: We go once a month, the first Tuesday. 
INT: Once a month, first Tuesday. Were any women leaders in the union itself? 
Goldie: I think we might have had ... now, really I don't know. But I imagine we did have one 
or two then. 
INT: But was it usually mostly men? (Goldie: Huh?) Mostly men were leaders? 
Goldie: Yeah, mmm-hmm. But the women worked their way in. Because I never did . [inaudible] 
... hardly in there for anything like that. 
INT: The women that were leaders in the union, how was that accepted by other women? 
Goldie: Fine, we voted 'em in. We uh, I don't think we had but about one or two. I think ... I 
don't know what kind of position they held. Maybe secretary or something like that. We didn't 
have very many women in the union. But we all participated and if anything came up, we always 
called a meeting and we all went and give our opinion and said 'yes' or 'no' . And I imagine there 
were a lot more no's than there were yes. [laughing] But they didn't care for us [inaudible] They 
uh, in fact , they talked like they liked it that we were taking a part in the discussions, you know. 
L~T: How did the men, the men feel about the women leaders? 
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Goldie: Fine, fine. None of us had any trouble. Of course, now the men had their, I think the 
men had their meeting, we didn't have meetings with the men, but we all belonged to the same 
unit. I forget now. I guess we all met over in the club house where we meet now. [inaudible] 
that's the credit union. 
INT: Did you ever go on strike for any reason? 
Goldie: No, we never had no strikes in my day. 
INT: Any of you there from, [inaudible] 
Goldie: Well, my husband worked there, as I said. And I helped organize the auxilliary in 
'35. And I was connected a lot before that. But I wasn't working on the payroll. See, they'd pay 
me for helping put on the dinner and washing dishes and you know, that sort of stuff And then, 
our supervisor, well, she was personnel director for the women. So I asked her one day if she 
ever needed any matrons, and she said, "Why, would you like to have that kind of job?" I said, 
"I'd like to have any kind of job." See, my husband's been [inaudible] for twelve years, and I 
never got any retirement from Owens or him either. So we had to make it on our own. That's 
the reason I said [inaudible] You don't expect somebody to hand it to you on a silver platter. 
INT: You started working there when you were fourteen, worked a while, then there was a little 
[inaudible] 
Goldie: I went ... then they hired me after see, after he went to the hospital. 
INT: How old were you then? 
Goldie: Well, I was, I was thirty-four when he went to the hospital, and he went to the hospital in 
'38. And they hired me later. And then uh, he died in 1950, and then I retired in '68, I think it 
was. 
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INT: How many years did you work at Owens when you first went there, when you were 
fou1ieen years old? 
Goldie: Oh, I just worked six months for Charles Boldt Glass Company. That's ten cents an 
hour. Cause then I'd change jobs, went up the stove factory and they was giving us eight dollars 
a week and we was only working eight hours. So we thought was rich. So we, I went up there. 
But I never lost contact with 'em. And uh, we all got to bowling together and we'd 
INT: You all still knew each other from the same communities? (Goldie: Huh?) You were, you 
were still in the same communities and socializing? 
Goldie: Yeah, yeah. 
li"1T: Were there people of different races working at Owens? 
Goldie: I harldy think they ... there might have been a few. 
INT: What ones? 
Goldie: I doubt it very much. You see, there was women that worked in the [inaudible] we 
didn't, we wasn't on the men's job. 
INT: The men and women were separated? (Goldie: Yeah) I mean 
Goldie: We were down in the packing department. And uh, so we had our own lounge and our 
restrooms and eating facilities and all that. And then the men, they, on their jobs, why, they 
stayed on their jobs. 
INT: How did . .. how did people feel about that? How did the women feel about ... ? 
Goldie: Oh, we thought it was okay. In fact, it worked out fine, because we [inaudible] 
[laughing] when you put young people together. 
INT: Right. And I guess most of the people there were pretty young, then? (Goldie: Huh?) 
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Were most of the people pretty young? A lot of people? 
Goldie: Well, my husband was uh, let me see, he was about uh, well, he was twenty-six when we 
got married. in 1920. And he let, he went over there in '32. So he was about thirty years, thirty-
five years old when he went to work there. Worked there about eight years before he had to go 
to the hospital. 
INT: You mentioned there were a few different races working there in the last. . . . 
Goldie: Uh, there might have been, might have been two or three. Now, seems to me I can recall 
a mailman not coming into our department. [inaudible] Seems to me like there was one old 
fellow. .. 
INT: Did they have ... what kind of jobs did they have? 
Goldie: He had, he was a mailman. But they later hired, they hired women, black women.. Oh, 
yeah [inaudible] it was fine. 
INT: Did you all socialize? 
Goldie: Yeah! We sat down and eat together and we bowled together and everything. 
INT: So you feel that the people of different races had the same opportunities, you know ... ? 
Goldie: Over there they did. I don't know about any place else. But uh, now, up at Armstrong I 
can't recall any black people up there. But Owens, ti seems to me that one old man, he was real 
old, I can remember. I seen him delivering mail. So. . . . I don't know what kind of job he had. 
Of course, the post office brought the mail there, and he [inaudible] And he was about the only 
black one. And I don't remember 'em ,.vhen . .. well, they must have started in, about '38 or '40 
hiring black ladies. And you know, we just got along fine. 
INT: Were there any health or safety problems? Safety dangers on the job? 
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Goldie: Well, anythingn could be a danger now. But, well, now, the men had about all that, see. 
My husband .. . 
INT: Was there any, what particular dangers did they have? 
Goldie: Well, on the hot end, the men had to reach in there and get them bottles out. .. 
INT: That's when they were blowing the glass? 
Goldie: Yeah. They dropped, [inaudible] got nervous and so they had to put him in the hospital. 
But it wasn't too much. Oh, we could cut. I worked as a selector; my daughter was. But r 
wasn't. And my son, he worked up in the shipping depa1tment. He helped ship all the orders 
out. But uh, we [inaudible] now and then. 
INT: The job you had, what was that called it again? 
Goldie: Well, I worked out of [inaudible] on apron for the ladies lounge. And then r was a 
nurse's helper. The doctor came down-Dr. Kessler was the first, at oµe time-and Dr. George 
Wolfe! was the doctor later. And uh, even the nurse had to go out in the office every day at 1 I 
o'clock to take care of people that was, you know, wasn't working and wanted to come in. So I 
had to take over first aid every day at 11 o'clock. 
INT: So you were just a selector the first six months you worked when you were fourteen. 
Goldie: Yeah, r was a selector then. (INT: Okay) I don't know what they called us. 
INT: Right. And what was the name of the company before? 
Goldie: Charles Boldt Glass Company. 
INT: Charles Boldt? 
Goldie: Uh-huh. This is terrible. You reckon I'll ever get well? I'm not much one to be sick 
very long, you know. But it aggravates me to be like this. [interruption] 
INT: So, were, the jobs that the women had, were there differences in the dangers compared to 
the men? Did the men have the most [voices overlapping-inaudible] 
Goldie: The men, they had the worst jobs. That is uh, the hot end was the worst. And it always 
was the worst. 
INT: Was there anything they could do to protect themselves? Did they ... ? 
Goldie: Well, later on they improved, I think, about every year. And uh, but uh, of course, the 
selectors, why, they had to handle that hot glass sometimes. Sometimes it was pretty warm; they 
had to wear gloves. But I wasn't a selector, I was a matron, what you call a nurse's aid. 
INT: What did a matron .. . ? 
Goldie: Well, you come in with a cut on your finger or arm or something like that, you know. 
And one man come in, he had [inaudible] got his hand caught in a machine. He'd burned off a 
[inaudible] I put his hand in cold water and I went and called the nurs~ and doctor and they came 
back to help me. But the girls come in with cuts on their hands, the men, too. And I banded ' em 
up, send 'em back out on their jobs. 
INT: Overall, what did you like most about working at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, it was a fellowship, and the money, of course. [inaudible] after we got a union in 
there, why, we, we got good . ... salaries. 
INT: It was a sense of community and ... ? 
Goldie: Well, yeah. We all lived close around, so that made us all kind of a family, we called it. 
We'd have covered dish luncheons. And so, we socialized. 
INT: What did you like least about working there? Was there any examples? 
Goldie: Swing shifts. [ chuckling] (INT: Swing shifts?) I would have rather not been, I would 
-11-
have rather worked morning shift. But that's the way they scheduled us-it'd change every week. 
INT: So every week you'd have a different shift? (Goldie: Uh-huh) So you didn't have, the hours 
would change every week? 
Goldie: Yeah. 
L~T: The time of day-the hours would be the same. 
Goldie: Yeah. But we worked usually, we had to work through Sunday's. But, we had work. 
INT: What were the different shifts throughout the day? 
Goldie: Well, they had A, B, C and D shift. And I was hired in on B shift . But if the patron on 
the other shift was [inaudible] I'd come out and take her place. Ifl wasn't there, somebody'd 
take my place, you know. 
INT: For example, what was the A shift? 
Goldie: Well, same as, all of 'em was alike. But it was-just hours. Hqurs that changed. 
INT: So would A be morning? 
Goldie: No. They changed shifts same as we did. All of 'em were on that same schedule. And 
of course, the ones that worked the A shift or B shift, I was hired in on B. But uh, it was a bunch 
of girls worked day shift. Some worked B, C, D. They'd come in on their own shifts, you see. 
INT: What would be the difference in like an A and a B? 
Goldie: No difference in the work. Just hours and days. 
INT: The time of day? 
Goldie: Mmm-hmm. When you went to ... it changes, as I said, every week. But maybe B shift 
would finish up on Friday morning and they wouldn ' t come back to Sunday night at midnight. 
Well, no, they'd follow three to eleven, then when they'd come off three to eleven on Friday, then 
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they wouldn 't go back 'ti! eleven o'clock Sunday night. 
INT: So that got tiring? 
Goldie: Yeah, we all stayed on our own shift. We just followed right through it. Had it's days 
off We all had our days off 
INT: When did you retire from Owens? 
Goldie: I retired in, I think it was '68 . 
INT: 1968. And why did you decide to retire then? (Goldie: Huh?) Why did you decide to retire 
then? 
Goldie: Well, I was sixty-two, and that's hard work. [chuckling] 
INT: Do you receive a pension from the company? 
Goldie: Not at the moment, oh, I see, I get my retirement from Owens; not very big. Now, my 
daughter and son, they get, they got a big-, of course, she was there f~rty-two years . But I 
wasn't there that long. But I appreciate what I get. And I get my social security. I get along 
pretty good . 
INT: Do you still receive medical benefits . .. from the company? 
Goldie: No, not through Owens. Now, we had $2500 death benefits. Now, when my daughter 
died, they brought me a check down for $2500. Every retiree has that. But I didn't keep their 
insurance at the time I retired . Their insurance was too high for me, cause I was in the lower 
section. I wasn't in the higher section of pay. Now, the packers, in the packing department, they 
got a good one. I went in at eighty-six cents an hour, and I probably would have gotten 
something when I retired . 
INT: Do you still socialize with the people? 
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Goldie: Oh, yes, we the auxiliary that I helped organize in '35, and we have the retirees ... we all 
socialize together. 
INT: Is the bowling, is that still set up'J (Goldie: Uh-huh) Do most of, do most of you still live in 
this area? 
Goldie: Yeah. Well, some of ' em lives over in Ohio. And, but they come across the river and 
they all socialize. 
L~T: About how often? Is it every week? Every month? 
Goldie: Well, auxiliary meets every month. And the retirees meets first Tuesday of every month. 
And we bowl once a week, from uh, I think we start in September and then we bowl 'ti! the last 
of May. I won't get to bowl this week because I can't, can't throw that ball. [chuckling] 
INT: Okay, that'll be it (Goldie: Well . .. ) Thank you very much. 
Goldie: I don't think you got very much because I told.you everythin~ I knowed. I appreciate 
you coming down. 
INT: Thank you very much for your time. 
INT: This interview was conducted at 419 West 9th Street, Huntington, West Virginia. It 
was done on Wednesday, March 9t\ 1994. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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Goldie Perkey's life is characteristic of a 1900's era 
Appalachian woman living in a urban setting. However, unlike a 
typical tale of drudgery, oppression, and low wages, Goldie 
presents a unique and uplifting view of the working climate of 
her age. Typical of most West Virginian's of her time, Goldie 
was born May 2, 1904 in Ceredo, West Virginia and has lived in 
the Huntington area for her entire 90 years. Her employment at 
Owens Illinois, a glass company and major industry in the 
Huntington area, will be the focus of this paper. 
The most unique feature of Goldie's account was the way she 
portrayep her work at Owens. In her mind's eye, the matrix of 
the glass plant served as an extended family. Goldie's life 
intertwined among the events of factory and its workers which 
made her work experience much more than just a job. During the 
interview, Goldie didn't convey any negative images of her 
employment and it was obvious that she enjoyed her associations 
with Owens Illinois, it's management and her co-workers. The 
plant influenced all aspects of her life since her husband, two 
of her children, friends and other members of her family worked 
there. When asked what she liked best about working at Owens, 
she said, "Well it was a fellowship and the money of course 
we all lived right close 'round so that made us all kind of a 
family I knew everybody before I went cause I raised around 
WORK FELLOWSHIP: OWENS ILLINOIS, 
A VIEW OF A COMMUNITY OF WORKERS FROM 
AN INTERVIEW WITH GOLDIE PERKEY 
·· ·hem ~aised my family they were a nice bunch of people. -a big family " 
2 
It was 
Goldie first went to work in 1917 when she was only fourteen 
years old and started her employment at the plant as a bottle 
selector for 18 cents an hour. At that time Owens was called the 
Charles Bolt Glass Company and it only produced glass whiskey and 
beer bottles. Her job as a selector entailed taking the bottles 
~ ~ff of a conveyor belt, wrapping them, putting them in a box of a 
/,, ":~--~ ,vv-~ i.r. f dozen, then nailing the box shut and letting them proceed on the 
'// l conveyor; belt. The women did not do any lifting or heavy manual 
-;r:7 labor. 
~ After six months, Goldie went to work at Armstrong Soap 
Factory on 7th avenue and 1st street west and she worked there -
for two and one half years until she was married. Goldie took 
the job at the soap factory because, " ... they was giving us 
$8 . 00 a week, so we thought we was rich . .. " 
Goldie married at a young age, raised her children, and did 
not return to work until her husband became ill. It was 
conventional practice in this era for manufacturing plants to 
employ several members of the same family. Goldie's husband, 
son, daughter, friends, and mother worked at Owens and this 
integration of several family members all residing in the same 
community fostered a close knit group of workers that socialized 
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frequently and maintained interpersonal relationships throughout ~ 
their lives. 
Typifying the time that Goldie worked at Owens, the 
supervisor jobs were dominated entirely by men. Women and men 
were segregated into gender specific jobs as well as physically 
separated throughout their work day. The workers did not object 
to this separation. When Goldie was asked about how she felt 
about this segregation, she said, "Well, we felt it's ok. In 
fact it worked out fine because we didn't have no business with 
them and t~ey didn't have no business over there with us anyhow 
(laughs). It complicates when you put young people together." 
This is not the social norm that is reflected, expected, or 
accepted in today's work places. 
Ms. Perkey's husband, Walter, worked in the "mens" area in 
the plant. She called it the "hot end ... on the big machines 
making bottles." When asked about health or safety problems on 
the job, she said, "Well ... anything could be dangerous now 
Well on the hot end men had to reach in there and get them 
bottles out like that. Goldie also talked about the 
selectors and how they handled the hot glass against them while 
they packed the boxes, however, they used gloves to protect their 
hands. 
he had got his hand caught in a machine and he was burnt 
awful bad. We had a big sink and I put his hand in cold water 
and then I went and called the 
They came by and picked him up 
nurse 
II 
and doctor and told em. 
Her vivid memory of this 
event after she is 90 and has been retired for 26 years, attests -
to the trauma that accidents of this nature had on the lives of 
the injured person and the co-workers as well. 
Another big difference in the Owens of Goldie's work 
5 
history, was the employment of minorities. She could only recall 
two or tqree African American's on the job and her best memory -
was of a black mailman. She said that they hired African 
American women later and, "Well they must a started in about '38 
or '40 hiring black ladies ... and you know we got along just 
fine." 
The most vivid and pleasant memories Goldie shared with her 
interviewer were those of the "community" and "family" atmosphere 
that she shared with her workers and even bosses. Mrs. Perkey 
discussed how she socialized with the workers on the job or after 
hours and she said, "Well uh we were all friendly in the plant 
and we'd go unto dinners and we'd have parties and we all 
socialized course you know some of us that was working we 
couldn't." Company activities included covered dish dinners, a 
women's auxiliary, and bowling leagues. 
~ 4 After Goldie's husband was hospitalized, she went back to 
. vJ°' . 
4 
J~~~ work in food service, but she wasn't on the payroll as an Owens 
~ employee. Mrs. Perkey's supervisor was the personnel director 
for the women and she asked her about the availability of a 
matron's job one day. She explained to the personnel director 
her circumstances and that she needed a regular job because her 
husband was in the hospital and she had to support herself. When 
she was 34, Goldie was hired at Owens as a matron in the ladies 
lounge and with a second responsibility of the duties as a 
nurse's ;helper. As the nurse's aide, Goldie worked in the first 
aid office daily while the nurse was making rounds to monitor the 
workers that were at home with illnesses or injuries. She talked 
confidently about her duties as a nurse's aide reflecting the 
importance of her job, while making it sound like nothing really 
special. During the interview when asked about her duties, she 
stated, "Well you come in with your cut on your finger or arm or 
something like that you got ... the girls would come in with cuts 
on their hands, men too, and I bind them up (she laughs) send em 
back on their job . " She seemed to be satisfied with her work and 
said that the aspect she liked least of her job was the swing 
shifts th~t she had to work. 
The most distressing event that occurred when Goldie was a 




Goldie belonged to the glass bottle and plastic union. The 
union was segregated into different men's and women's meetings 
and the union officers were males with the exception of the 
secretary position that may have been held by women employees. 
She said that they didn't have ANY strikes during her employment 
history and that she wasn't interested in the union politics even 
though she did attend a few meetings. 
Ms. Perkey receives a small pension from Owens and even 
though her daughter and son's pension is much larger than her 
own, she ,commented, " ... I wasn't there that long so I don't get 
but I appreciate what I get and I get my social security. I 
get along pretty good." The main problem with her pension is 
that she was hired for a wage of only 86 cents an hour and 
retired at slightly over a dollar an hour. This salary did not 
build into a large pension or social security check. 
Goldie participated in organizing the auxiliary in 1935 and 
she is still actively socializing with her fellow workers. They 
have a auxiliary meeting every month and they bowl once a week. 
She belongs to the retiree's club and feels very much a part of 
---the community that she still experiences as a retired Owens 
worker. 
As a closing remark, I would like to comment on the vitality 
and spunk that Goldie displayed as a 90 year old woman. She is 
still active, a positive thinker, and has a good, clear mind. 
Perhaps her positive attitude and association with her community 
of workers has helped her thrive in her golden age. While we 
work in a large community her at Marshall University, this 
closeness and sense of extended family ties does not exist any 
more. It is a shame that we have lost this feeling of community 
7 
in modern society. Not only are we isolated as family units, but 
also as social members in our jobs. I would like to see the 
American families and workers return to this supportive life-
style th~t Goldie experienced in her life-time. 
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Goldie: My name's Goldie Perkey. 
INT: Goldie Perkey. And when were you born? 
Goldie: Born in Ceredo, lived here in Huntington all my life. 
INT: And what was your date ofbitih? 
Goldie: May the 2nd, 1904. 
INT: When did you first go to work at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, I went to Charles Bolt Glass Company, which was later, but. .. took over by 
Charles Bolt Glass Company. And I went over there in '17, 1917. 
INT: And how old were you when you started there? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
i 
INT: When you started working, came to Owens? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
INT: You were fourteen when you started working at Owens? (GP: Uh-huh) And what was your 
first job there? 
Goldie: Oh, a selector. 
INT: A selector. What exactly does that include? 
Goldie: Uh, the bottles comes down and you, then you wrapped them and put them in box of 
twelve whiskey bottles in a box. And of course later, they went to everything, you know. All 
kinds of glass. But at that time it was mostly beer bottles and whiskey bottles. And we'd put 
twelve in a box and nail 'em up and let 'em go on down. 
INT: [inaudible] 
Goldie: ... six months, and then I uh, the joke of it was, it was ten cents an hour. So, and ten 
hours a day. 
INT: In 191 7. 
Goldie: So. . . . And then I went up to Armstrong . .. I don't, you don't, you know where 
Kroger is now [ referring to 1st St. and 7th Ave. in Huntington]? That was Armstrong Stove 
Factory built there. And uh, so I worked there two years and a half, and then got married. 
INT: Did you all, when you were working at Owens, the selector, did you enjoy it? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah. The people were down-to-earth and then that morning, me and two other girls 
and [inaudible name] Cyrus and his brother, Flipper, was bosses. They'd walk in the plant and go, 
you know, I said, "Do you all want or need any women this morning?" Me fourteen years old. 
And he said, "No, he had girls laid off" But anyhow, he hired me and I went back, I went to 
work right then. The other girls came back then in the morning. 
INT: Were the most people, were the most people doing the same job as you, were they women? 
Goldie: Yeah, they were all women then. 
INT: All women were selectors? 
Goldie: But the men, they packed the boxes and things; we didn't pack ' em. We filled 'em but 
we didn't lift them up or anything like that. 
INT: Were any of your supervisors women? (GP: Huh?) Were any of your supervisors women? 
Goldie: No, I wasn't. Now my son was supervisor in shipping department. He worked up at the 
warehouse for about five or six years [inaudible]. .. near St. Mary's Hospital or some place. But 
he 's retired. 
INT: But none of the supervisors [inaudible] 
Goldie: No . Well, they were just kind of crew leaders. My daughter was a crew leader. But 
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that, that's no supervisor. 
INT: Did anyone in your family or the community around here, did they want to oppose you 
working there as a woman back then? 
Goldie: No. 
INT: And I think you mentioned some of this. Were any other members of your family employed 
here? 
Goldie: Well, my mother worked there one time. That was before I went there at fourteen, I 
think, when I was fourteen; she's worked there, I think. But my, my husband went there in '32, 
and he worked there until '38, then he went in the hospital, Veterans Hospital. 
INT: And what did he do? 
Goldie: He was uh, on the hot end, they called it. What is it they called it? Well, we called it the 
hot end. He was there on the big machines making the bottles. (INT: Making the bottles) And 
uh, then he went to Veterans Hospital and stayed in the Veterans Hospital for twelve years before 
he passed. So, then I went to work at Owens and worked there. . . . But in the meantime, I was 
helping putting on dinners and we formed a club and, us women, wives, and so we got along. 
INT: Did you have any other job at Owens besides the selector? 
Goldie: No, I, just, well, as I said, I helped put on dinners. But they just paid me for that. But 
when they hired me, I was hired out of the first melt department, as a matron. And I worked 
there eighteen years before I retired . 
INT: Did you feel that the women working at Owens, did you feel that they had the same 
opportunities as the men there? Opportunities to . 
Goldie: Yes. But at that time, most of the selectors, course I wasn't no selector, my daughter 
..., 
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was. But uh, they were all women. Men, they were, they, as I said, picked up the ware, and they 
didn't have to haul it around, the women did. But they were selectors. Since then they've had 
men and women. Which they ain 't got nobody know. 
INT: Did you work shifts at Owens? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, swing shifts. 
INT: And which ones were those? How often . . . (Goldie: What?) What were the hours? 
Goldie: Well, morning shift was seven ti! three, afternoon was three to eleven, and then eleven ti! 
seven. And we changed every week. 
INT: Changed every week. (Goldie: Mrnm-hmm) Did you socialize with the other people on 
your shift? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah! 
INT: What did you do usually? 
Goldie: They wasn't. .. they wasn't older than me. See, I was, I was thirty-two when I went 
there. Of course, I knew everybody before I went because I was raised around there, raised my 
family right around ninth and tenth avenue. But they were a nice bunch of people. It was a big 
family. And of course, you would run, you would always run into somebody get smart now and 
then. But they were, they were a nice bunch of people. Now, we have our retirees club now. I 
don't know anybody you've interviewed . . .Ike ... I think he was ... (INT: Yes) well, I went to 
Sunday School class meeting and that's the first one I've missed. 
INT: It was Ike and . .. 
Goldie: What's her name? Oh, what? Shucks, anyhow she worked there and her sister worked 
there. But then she quit and went into, I think, real estate business or something. 
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INT: So when you, did you socialize with the people on the job or did you socialize after hours? 
Goldie: Well, we were all friendly in the plant and then we'd all work at dinners and they'd have 
parties and we'd, we'd all socialize. Of course, you know, [inaudible] working we couldn't. But 
if there were any dinners or any parties. 
INT: Did you participate in any of the company sponsored social activities? 
Goldie: In bowling I went. . . 
INT: Company team? 
Goldie: Well, we played our own way, but they was our sponsor. Yeah, I went to work there, I 
mean, bowling in '37. And I bowled til '68 in the forms league. I got up [inaudible] Mr. Frankel 
used, I don't know if he'd remember me. But he was a big man. I think he uh, he just had a 
[inaudible] and his knee jumped out of whack and so I was off and they just replaced me. Now, 
I'm bowling in the senior league. 
INT: How often did, how often did you bowl? Once a week or .. . ? 
Goldie: Yeah, once a week. Thursday evening then. And if we were working three to eleven, 
we'd bowl out. But now we bowl one o'clock Friday. I won't be able to bowl this Friday .. .I 
don't think. 
JNT: Did the management and hourly workers, did they all socialize together at all? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, manager's wife, she'd come by and pick me up to take me up to the Field 
House on Fifth A venue at 26th Street up there some place on, near the Field House, I think. And 
she, she come by. Yeah, we all socialized. One of them didn't feel any better-, bigger than the 
other. They, if they did, they didn't show it. 
INT: So you all got along? 
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Goldie: Oh, yeah, we all got along, no trouble . 
INT: Uh, were you a member of the local union? (Goldie: Oh, yeah) Which one was that? 
Goldie: GGBA, I think. (INT: GGBA?) Uh-huh, Glass Bottle and Plastics, something like that. 
Yeah. I still belong to the retired [inaudible] there's a, we all belong to that. Of course, we don't 
have no say-so now because none of us is working. So, or was before the plant went out; we 
were retired. 
INT: How often did you go to the local union meetings? 
Goldie: We go once a month, the first Tuesday. 
INT: Once a month, first Tuesday. Were any women leaders in the union itself? 
Goldie: I think we might have had ... now, really I don't know. But I imagine we did have one 
or two then. ; 
INT: But was it usually mostly men? (Goldie: Huh?) Mostly men were leaders? 
Goldie: Yeah, mmm-hmm. But the women worked their way in. Because I never did. [inaudible] 
.. . hardly in there for anything like that. 
INT: The women that were leaders in the union, how was that accepted by other women? 
Goldie: Fine, we voted 'em in. We uh, I don't think we had but about one or two. I think . . . I 
don't know what kind of position they held. Maybe secretary or something like that. We didn't 
have very many women in the union. But we all participated and if anything came up, we always 
called a meeting and we all went and give our opinion and said 'yes' or 'no'. And I imagine there 
were a lot more no's than there were yes. (laughing] But they didn't care for us [inaudible] They 
uh, in fact, they talked like they liked it that we were taking a part in the discussions, you know. 
INT: How did the men, the men feel about the women leaders? 
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Goldie: Fine, fine . None of us had any trouble. Of course, now the men had their, I think the 
men had their meeting, we didn't have meetings with the men, but we all belonged to the same 
unit. I forget now. I guess we all met over in the club house where we meet now. [inaudible] 
that's the credit union. 
INT: Did you ever go on strike for any reason? 
Goldie: No, we never had no strikes in my day. 
INT: Any of you there from, [inaudible] 
Goldie: Well, my husband worked there, as I said. And I helped organize the auxilliary in 
'35 . And I was connected a lot before that. But I wasn't working on the payroll . See, they'd pay 
me for helping put on the dinner and washing dishes and you know, that sort of stuff And then, 
our supervisdr, well, she was personnel director for the women. So I asked her one day if she 
ever needed any matrons, and she said, "Why, would you like to have that kind of job?" I said, 
"I'd like to have any kind of job." See, my husband's been [inaudible] for twelve years, and I 
never got any retirement from Owens or him either. So we had to make it on our own. That's 
the reason I said [inaudible] You don't expect somebody to hand it to you on a silver platter. 
INT: You started working there when you were fourteen, worked a while, then there was a little 
[inaudible] 
Goldie: I went . .. then they hired me after see, after he went to the hospital. 
INT: How old were you then? 
Goldie: Well, I was, I was thirty-four when he went to the hospital, and he went to the hospital in 
' 38. And they hired me later. And then uh, he died in 1950, and then I retired in ' 68, I think it 
was. 
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INT: How many years did you work at Owens when you first went there, when you were 
fomieen years old? 
Goldie: Oh, I just worked six months for Charles Boldt Glass Company. That's ten cents an 
hour. Cause then I'd change jobs, went up the stove factory and they was giving us eight dollars 
a week and we was only working eight hours . So we thought was rich. So we, I went up there. 
But I never lost contact with 'em. And uh, we all got to bowling together and we'd 
INT: You all still knew each other from the same communities? (Goldie: Huh?) You were, you 
were still in the same communities and socializing? 
Goldie: Yeah, yeah. 
INT: Were there people of different races working at Owens? 
Goldie: I harldy think they .. . there might have been a few. 
INT: What ones? 
Goldie: I doubt it very much. You see, there was women that worked in the [inaudible] we 
didn't, we wasn't on the men's job. 
INT: The men and women were separated? (Goldie: Yeah) I mean 
Goldie: We were down in the packing department. And uh, so we had our own lounge and our 
restrooms and eating facilities and all that. And then the men, they, on their jobs, why, they 
stayed on their jobs. 
INT: How did . . . how did people feel about that? How did the women feel about ... ? 
Goldie: Oh, we thought it was okay. In fact, it worked out fine, because we [inaudible] 
[laughing] when you put young people together. 
INT: Right. And I guess most of the people there were pretty young, then? (Goldie: Huh?) 
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Were most of the people pretty young? A lot of people? 
Goldie: Well, my husband was uh, let me see, he was about uh, well, he was twenty-six when we 
got married. in 1920. And he let, he went over there in '32. So he was about thirty years, thirty-
five years old when he went to work there. Worked there about eight years before he had to go 
to the hospital. 
INT: You mentioned there were a few different races working there in the last. . .. 
Goldie: Uh, there might have been, might have been two or three. Now, seems to me I can recall 
a mailman not coming into our department. [inaudible] Seems to me like there was one old 
fellow ... 
INT: Did they have ... what kind of jobs did they have? 
Goldie: He had, he was a mailman. But they later hired, they hired women, black women. . Oh, 
yeah [inaudible] it was fine . 
INT: Did you all socialize? 
Goldie: Yeah! We sat down and eat together and we bowled together and everything. 
INT: So you feel that the people of different races had the same opportunities, you know. . . ? 
Goldie: Over there they did. I don't know about any place else. But uh, now, up at Armstrong I 
can't recall any black people up there. But Owens, ti seems to me that one old man, he was real 
old, I can remember. I seen him delivering mail. So. . . . I don't know what kind of job he had. 
Of course, the post office brought the mail there, and he [inaudible] And he was about the only 
black one. And I don't remember 'em when ... well, they must have started in, about '38 or '40 
hiring black ladies. And you know, we just got along fine. 
INT: Were there any health or safety problems? Safety dangers on the job? 
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Goldie: Well, anythingn could be a danger now. But, well, now, the men had about all that, see. 
My husband ... 
INT: Was there any, what particular dangers did they have? 
Goldie: Well, on the hot end, the men had to reach in there and get them bottles out. .. 
INT: That's when they were blowing the glass? 
Goldie: Yeah. They dropped, [inaudible] got nervous and so they had to put him in the hospital. 
But it wasn't too much. Oh, we could cut. I worked as a selector; my daughter was. But I 
wasn't. And my son, he worked up in the shipping department. He helped ship all the orders 
out. But uh, we [inaudible] now and then. 
INT: The job you had, what was that called it again? 
Goldie: We11, I worked out of [inaudible] on apron for the ladies lounge. And then I was a 
nurse's helper. The doctor came down-Dr. Kessler was the first , at one time-and Dr. George 
Wolfel was the doctor later. And uh, even the nurse had to go out in the office every day at 11 
o'clock to take care of people that was, you know, wasn't working and wanted to come in. So I 
had to take over first aid every day at 11 o'clock. 
INT: So you were just a selector the first six months you worked when you were fourteen. 
Goldie: Yeah, I was a selector then. (INT: Okay) I don't know what they called us. 
INT: Right. And what was the name of the company before? 
Goldie: Charles Boldt Glass Company. 
INT: Charles Boldt? 
Goldie: Uh-huh. This is terrible. You reckon I'll ever get well? I'm not much one to be sick 
very long, you know. But it aggravates me to be like this. [interruption] 
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JNT: So, were, the jobs that the women had, were there differences in the dangers compared to 
the men? Did the men have the most [ voices overlapping-inaudible] 
Goldie: The men, they had the worst jobs. That is uh, the hot end was the worst. And it always 
was the worst. 
JNT: Was there anything they could do to protect themselves? Did they .. . ? 
Goldie: Well, later on they improved, I think, about every year. And uh, but uh, of course, the 
selectors, why, they had to handle that hot glass sometimes. Sometimes it was pretty warm; they 
had to wear gloves. But I wasn't a selector, I was a matron, what you call a nurse ' s aid. 
JNT: What did a matron ... ? 
Goldie: Well, you come in with a cut on your finger or arm or something like that, you know. 
And one marl come in, he had [inaudible] got his hand caught in a machine. He'd burned off a 
[inaudible] I put his hand in cold water and I went and called the nurse and doctor and they came 
back to help me. But the girls come in with cuts on their hands, the men, too . And I banded ' em 
up, send 'em back out on their jobs. 
JNT: Overall, what did you like most about working at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, it was a fellowship, and the money, of course. [inaudible] after we got a union in 
there, why, we, we got good ... . salaries. 
JNT: It was a sense of community and . . . ? 
Goldie: Well, yeah. We all lived close around, so that made us all kind of a family, we called it. 
We'd have covered dish luncheons. And so, we socialized. 
JNT: What did you like least about working there? Was there any examples? 
Goldie: Swing shifts . [ chuckling] (INT: Swing shifts?) I would have rather not been, I would 
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have rather worked morning shift. But that's the way they scheduled us-it ' d change every week. 
INT: So every week you'd have a different shift? (Goldie: Uh-huh) So you didn't have, the hours 
would change every week? · 
Goldie: Yeah. 
INT: The time of day-the hours would be the same. 
Goldie: Yeah. But we worked usually, we had to work through Sunday's. But, we had work. 
INT: What were the different shifts throughout the day? 
Goldie: Well, they had A, B, C and D shift. And I was hired in on B shift. But if the patron on 
the other shift was [inaudible] I'd come out and take her place. Ifl wasn't there, somebody'd 
take my place, you know. 
INT: For example, what was the A shift? 
Goldie: Well, same as, all of 'em was alike. But it was just hours. Hours that changed. 
INT: So would A be morning? 
Goldie: No. They changed shifts same as we did. All of ' em were on that same schedule. And 
of course, the ones that worked the A shift or B shift, I was hired in on B. But uh, it was a bunch 
of girls worked day shift. Some worked B, C, D. They'd come in on their own shifts, you see. 
INT: What would be the difference in like an A and a B? 
Goldie: No difference in the work. Just hours and days. 
INT: The time of day? 
Goldie: Mmm-hmm. When you went to . . .it changes, as I said, every week. But maybe B shift 
would finish up on Friday morning and they wouldn't come back to Sunday night at midnight. 
Well, no, they'd follow three to eleven, then when they'd come off three to eleven on Friday, then 
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they wouldn't go back 'ti! eleven o'clock Sunday night. 
INT: So that got tiring? 
Goldie: Yeah, we all stayed on our own shift. We just followed right through it. Had it's days 
off. We all had our days off. 
INT: When did you retire from Owens? 
Goldie: I retired in, I think it was ' 68 . 
INT: 1968. And why did you decide to retire then? (Goldie: Huh?) Why did you decide to retire 
then? 
Goldie: Well, I was sixty-two, and that's hard work. [chuckling] 
INT: Do you receive a pension from the company? 
Goldie: Not; at the moment, oh, I see, I get my retirement from Owens; not very big. Now, my 
daughter and son, they get, they got a big-, of course, she was there forty-two years . But I 
wasn' t there that long. But I appreciate what I get. And I get my social security. I get along 
pretty good. 
INT: Do you still receive medical benefits . . . from the company? 
Goldie: No, not through Owens. Now, we had $2500 death benefits. Now, when my daughter 
died, they brought me a check down for $2500. Every retiree has that. But I didn't keep their 
insurance at the time I retired . Their insurance was too high for me, cause I was in the lower 
section. I wasn' t in the higher section of pay. Now, the packers, in the packing department, they 
got a good one. I went in at eighty-six cents an hour, and I probably would have gotten 
something when I retired. 
INT: Do you still socialize with the people? 
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Goldie: Oh, yes, we the auxiliary that I helped organize in '3 5, and we have the retirees .. . we all 
socialize together. 
INT: Is the bowling, is that still set up? (Goldie: Uh-huh) Do most of, do most of you still live in 
this area? 
Goldie: Yeah. Well, some of ' em lives over in Ohio. And, but they come across the river and 
they all socialize. 
INT: About how often? Is it every week? Every month? 
Goldie: Well, auxiliary meets every month. And the retirees meets first Tuesday of every month. 
And we bowl once a week, from uh, I think we start in September and then we bowl 'til the last 
of May. I won 't get to bowl this week because I can't, can't throw that ball . [chuckling] 
INT: Okay, that'll be it. (Goldie: Well. .. ) Thank you very much. 
Goldie: I don't think you got very much because I told you everything I knowed. I appreciate 
you coming down. 
INT: Thank you very much for your time. 
INT: This interview was conducted at 419 West 9th Street, Huntington, West Virginia. It 
was done on Wednesday, March 9th, 1994. 
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Goldie: My name's Goldie Perkey. 
INT: Goldie Perkey. And when were you born? 
Goldie: Born in Ceredo, lived here in Huntington all my life. 
INT: And what was your date of birth? 
Goldie: May the 2nd, 1904. 
INT: When did you first go to work at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, I went to Charles Bolt Glass Company, which was later, but. .. took over by 
Charles Bolt Glass Company. And I went over there in '17, 1917. 
INT: And how old were you when you started there? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
INT: When you started working, came to Owens? 
Goldie: Fourteen. 
INT: You were fourteen when you started working at Owens? (GP: Uh-huh) And what was your 
first job there? 
Goldie: Oh, a selector. 
INT: A selector. What exactly does that include? 
Goldie: Uh, the bottles comes down and you, then you wrapped them and put them in box of 
twelve whiskey bottles in a box. And of course later, they went to everything, you know. All 
kinds of glass. But at that time it was mostly beer bottles and whiskey bottles. And we'd put 
twelve in a box and nail 'em up and let 'em go on down. 
INT: [inaudible] 
Goldie: ... six months, and then I uh, the joke of it was, it was ten cents an hour. So, and ten 
hours a day. 
INT: In 1917. 
Goldie: So. . . . And then I went up to Armstrong ... I don't, you don't, you know where 
Kroger is now [referring to I81 St. and 7th Ave. in Huntington]? That was Armstrong Stove 
Factory built there. And uh, so I worked there two years and a half, and then got married. 
INT: Did you all, when you were working at Owens, the selector, did you enjoy it? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah. The people were down-to-earth and then that morning, me and two other girls 
and [inaudible name] Cyrus and his brother, Flipper, was bosses. They'd walk in the plant and go, 
you know, I said, "Do you all want or need any women this morning?" Me fourteen years old. 
And he said, "No, he had girls laid off" But anyhow, he hired me and I went back, I went to 
work right then. The other girls came back then in the morning. 
INT: Were the most people, were the most people doing the same job as you, were they women? 
Goldie: Yeah, they were all women then. 
INT: All women were selectors? 
Goldie: But the men, they packed the boxes and things; we didn't pack 'em. We filled 'em but 
we didn't lift them up or anything like that. 
INT: Were any of your supervisors women? (GP: Huh?) Were any of your supervisors women? 
Goldie: No, I wasn't. Now my son was supervisor in shipping department. He worked up at the 
warehouse for about five or six years [inaudible]. . . near St. Maty's Hospital or some place. But 
he's retired . 
INT: But none of the supervisors [inaudible] 
Goldie: No. Well, they were just kind of crew leaders. My daughter was a crew leader. But 
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that, that's no supervisor. 
INT: Did anyone in your family or the community around here, did they want to oppose you 
working there as a woman back then? 
Goldie: No. 
INT: And I think you mentioned some of this. Were any other members of your family employed 
here? 
Goldie: Well, my mother worked there one time. That was before I went there at fourteen, I 
think, when I was fourteen; she's worked there, I think. But my, my husband went there in '32, 
and he worked there until '38, then he went in the hospital, Veterans Hospital. 
INT: And what did he do? 
Goldie: He was uh, on the hot end, they called it. What is it they called it? Well, we called it the 
hot end. He was there on the big machines making the bottles. (INT: Making the bottles) And 
uh, then he went to Veterans Hospital and stayed in the Veterans Hospital for twelve years before 
he passed. So, then I went to work at Owens and worked there. . . . But in the meantime, I was 
helping putting on dinners and we formed a club and, us women, wives, and so we got along. 
INT: Did you have any other job at Owens besides the selector? 
Goldie: No, I, just, well, as I said, I helped put on dinners. But they just paid me for that. But 
when they hired me, I was hired out of the first melt department, as a matron. And I worked 
there eighteen years before I retired. 
INT: Did you feel that the women working at Owens, did you feel that they had the same 
opportunities as the men there? Opportunities to ... 
Goldie: Yes. But at that time, most of the selectors, course I wasn't no selector, my daughter 
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was. But uh, they were all women. Men, they were, they, as I said, picked up the ware, and they 
didn't have to haul it around, the women did. But they were selectors. Since then they've had 
men and women. Which they ain't got nobody know. 
INT: Did you work shifts at Owens? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, swing shifts. 
INT: And which ones were those? How often . .. (Goldie: What?) What were the hours? 
Goldie: Well, morning shift was seven til three, afternoon was three to eleven, and then eleven til 
seven. And we changed every week. 
INT: Changed every week. (Goldie: Mmm-hmm) Did you socialize with the other people on 
your shift? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah! 
INT: What did you do usually? 
Goldie: They wasn't. . . they wasn't older than me. See, I was, I was thirty-two when I went 
there. Of course, I knew everybody before I went because I was raised around there, raised my 
family right around ninth and tenth avenue. But they were a nice bunch of people. It was a big 
family. And of course, you would run, you would always run into somebody get smart now and 
then. But they were, they were a nice bunch of people. Now, we have our retirees club now. I 
don't know anybody you've interviewed . . .Ike .. . I think he was . . . (INT: Yes) well, I went to 
Sunday School class meeting and that's the first one I've missed. 
INT: It was Ike and .. . 
Goldie: What's her name? Oh, what? Shucks, anyhow she worked there and her sister worked 
there. But then she quit and went into, I think, real estate business or something. 
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INT: So when you, did you socialize with the people on the job or did you socialize after hours? 
Goldie: Well, we were all friendly in the plant and then we'd all work at dinners and they'd have 
parties and we'd, we'd all socialize. Of course, you know, [inaudible] working we couldn't. But 
if there were any dinners or any parties. 
INT: Did you participate in any of the company sponsored social activities? 
Goldie: In bowling I went. .. 
INT: Company team? 
Goldie: Well, we played our own way, but they was our sponsor. Yeah, I went to work there, I 
mean, bowling in '37. And I bowled til '68 in the forms league. I got up [inaudible] Mr. Frankel 
used, I don't know if he'd remember me. But he was a big man. I think he uh, he just had a 
[inaudible] and his knee jumped out of whack and so I was off and they just replaced me. Now, 
I'm bowling in the senior league. 
INT: How often did, how often did you bowl? Once a week or . .. ? 
Goldie: Yeah, once a week. Thursday evening then. And if we were working three to eleven, 
we'd bowl out. But now we bowl one o'clock Friday. I won't be able to bowl this Friday .. .I 
don't think. 
INT: Did the management and hourly workers, did they all socialize together at all? 
Goldie: Oh, yeah, manager's wife, she'd come by and pick me up to take me up to the Field 
House on Fifth Avenue at 26th Street up there some place on, near the Field House, I think. And 
she, she come by. Yeah, we all socialized. One of them didn't feel any better-, bigger than the 
other. They, if they did, they didn't show it. 
INT: So you all got along? 
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Goldie: Oh, yeah, we all got along, no trouble. 
INT: Uh, were you a member of the local union? (Goldie: Oh, yeah) Which one was that? 
Goldie: GGBA, I think. (INT: GGBA?) Uh-huh, Glass Bottle and Plastics, something like that. 
Yeah. I still belong to the retired [inaudible] there ' s a, we all belong to that. Of course, we don't 
have no say-so now because none ofus is working. So, or was before the plant went out; we 
were retired. 
INT: How often did you go to the local union meetings? 
Goldie: We go once a month, the first Tuesday. 
INT: Once a month, first Tuesday. Were any women leaders in the union itself? 
Goldie: I think we might have had ... now, really I don't know. But I imagine we did have one 
or two then. 
INT: But was it usually mostly men? (Goldie: Huh?) Mostly men were leaders? 
Goldie: Yeah, mmm-hmm. But the women worked their way in. Because I never did. [inaudible] 
. . . hardly in there for anything like that. 
INT: The women that were leaders in the union, how was that accepted by other women? 
Goldie: Fine, we voted ' em in. We uh, I don't think we had but about one or two. I think . . . I 
don' t know what kind of position they held. Maybe secretary or something like that. We didn't 
have very many women in the union. But we all participated and if anything came up, we always 
called a meeting and we all went and give our opinion and said 'yes' or 'no' . And I imagine there 
were a lot more no' s than there were yes. [laughing] But they didn't care for us [inaudible] They 
uh, in fact, they talked like they liked it that we were taking a part in the discussions, you know. 
INT: How did the men, the men feel about the women leaders? 
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Goldie: Fine, fine. None of us had any trouble. Of course, now the men had their, I think the 
men had their meeting, we didn't have meetings with the men, but we all belonged to the same 
unit. I forget now. I guess we all met over in the club house where we meet now. [inaudible] 
that's the credit union. 
INT: Did you ever go on strike for any reason? 
Goldie: No, we never had no strikes in my day. 
INT: Any of you there from, [inaudible] 
Goldie: Well, my husband worked there, as I said. And I helped organize the auxilliary in 
'35. And I was connected a lot before that. But I wasn't working on the payroll. See, they'd pay 
me for helping put on the dinner and washing dishes and you know, that sort of stuff And then, 
our supervisor, well, she was personnel director for the women. So I asked her one day if she 
ever needed any matrons, and she said, "Why, would you like to have that kind of job?" I said, 
"I'd like to have any kind of job." See, my husband's been [inaudible] for twelve years, and I 
never got any retirement from Owens or him either. So we had to make it on our own. That's 
the reason I said [inaudible] You don't expect somebody to hand it to you on a silver platter. 
INT: You started working there when you were fourteen, worked a while, then there was a little 
[inaudible] 
Goldie: I went ... then they hired me after see, after he went to the hospital. 
INT: How old were you then? 
Goldie: Well, I was, I was thirty-four when he went to the hospital, and he went to the hospital in 
'38. And they hired me later. And then uh, he died in 1950, and then I retired in '68, I think it 
was. 
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INT: How many years did you work at Owens when you first went there, when you were 
fourteen years old? 
Goldie: Oh, I just worked six months for Charles Boldt Glass Company. That's ten cents an 
hour. Cause then I'd change jobs, went up the stove factory and they was giving us eight dollars 
a week and we was only working eight hours. So we thought was rich. So we, I went up there. 
But I never lost contact with 'em. And uh, we all got to bowling together and we'd 
INT: You all still knew each other from the same communities? (Goldie: Huh?) You were, you 
were still in the same communities and socializing? 
Goldie: Yeah, yeah. 
INT: Were there people of different races working at Owens? 
Goldie: I harldy think they ... there might have been a few. 
INT: What ones? 
Goldie: I doubt it very much. You see, there was women that worked in the [inaudible] we 
didn't, we wasn't on the men's job. 
INT: The men and women were separated? (Goldie: Yeah) I mean 
Goldie: We were down in the packing department. And uh, so we had our own lounge and our 
restrooms and eating facilities and all that. And then the men, they, on their jobs, why, they 
stayed on their jobs. 
INT: How did .. . how did people feel about that? How did the women feel about. .. ? 
Goldie: Oh, we thought it was okay. In fact, it worked out fine, because we [inaudible] 
[laughing] when you put young people together. 
INT: Right. And I guess most of the people there were pretty young, then? (Goldie: Huh?) 
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Were most of the people pretty young? A lot of people? 
Goldie: Well, my husband was uh, let me see, he was about uh, well, he was twenty-six when we 
got married. in 1920. And he let, he went over there in '3 2. So he was about thirty years, thirty-
five years old when he went to work there. Worked there about eight years before he had to go 
to the hospital. 
INT: You mentioned there were a few different races working there in the last. . .. 
Goldie: Uh, there might have been, might have been two or three. Now, seems to me I can recall 
a mailman not coming into our department. [inaudible] Seems to me like there was one old 
fellow . . . 
INT: Did they have ... what kind of jobs did they have? 
Goldie: He had, he was a mailman. But they later hired, they hired women, black women.. Oh, 
yeah [inaudible] it was fine. 
INT: Did you all socialize? 
Goldie: Yeah! We sat down and eat together and we bowled together and everything. 
INT: So you feel that the people of different races had the same opportunities, you know ... ? 
Goldie: Over there they did. I don't know about any place else. But uh, now, up at Armstrong I 
can't recall any black people up there. But Owens, ti seems to me that one old man, he was real 
old, I can remember. I seen him delivering mail. So. . . . I don' t know what kind of job he had. 
Of course, the post office brought the mail there, and he [inaudible] And he was about the only 
black one. And I don't remember 'em when . .. well, they must have started in, about ' 38 or '40 
hiring black ladies. And you know, we just got along fine . 
INT: Were there any health or safety problems? Safety dangers on the job? 
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Goldie: Well, anythingn could be a danger now. But, well, now, the men had about all that, see. 
My husband ... 
INT: Was there any, what particular dangers did they have? 
Goldie: Well, on the hot end, the men had to reach in there and get them bottles out. .. 
INT: That's when they were blowing the glass? 
Goldie: Yeah. They dropped, [inaudible] got nervous and so they had to put him in the hospital. 
But it wasn't too much. Oh, we could cut. I worked as a selector; my daughter was. But I 
wasn't. And my son, he worked up in the shipping department. He helped ship all the orders 
out. But uh, we [inaudible] now and then. 
INT: The job you had, what was that called it again? 
Goldie: Well, I worked out of [inaudible] on apron for the ladies lounge. And then I was a 
nurse's helper. The doctor came down-Dr. Kessler was the first, at one time-and Dr. George 
Wolfe! was the doctor later. And uh, even the nurse had to go out in the office every day at 11 
o'clock to take care of people that was, you know, wasn't working and wanted to come in. So I 
had to take over first aid every day at 11 o'clock. 
INT: So you were just a selector the first six months you worked when you were fourteen. 
Goldie: Yeah, I was a selector then. (INT: Okay) I don't know what they called us. 
INT: Right. And what was the name of the company before? 
Goldie: Charles Boldt Glass Company. 
INT: Charles Boldt? 
Goldie: Uh-huh. This is terrible. You reckon I'll ever get well? I'm not much one to be sick 
very long, you know. But it aggravates me to be like this. [interruption] 
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INT: So, were, the jobs that the women had, were there differences in the dangers compared to 
the men? Did the men have the most [voices overlapping-inaudible] 
Goldie: The men, they had the worst jobs. That is uh, the hot end was the worst. And it always 
was the worst. 
INT: Was there anything they could do to protect themselves? Did they ... ? 
Goldie: Well, later on they improved, I think, about every year. And uh, but uh, of course, the 
selectors, why, they had to handle that hot glass sometimes. Sometimes it was pretty warm; they 
had to wear gloves. But I wasn't a selector, I was a matron, what you call a nurse's aid. 
INT: What did a matron. . . ? 
Goldie: Well, you come in with a cut on your finger or arm or something like that, you know. 
And one man come in, he had [inaudible] got his hand caught in a machine. He'd burned off a 
[inaudible] I put his hand in cold water and I went and called the nurse and doctor and they came 
back to help me. But the girls come in with cuts on their hands, the men, too. And I banded 'em 
up, send 'em back out on their jobs. 
INT: Overall, what did you like most about working at Owens? 
Goldie: Well, it was a fellowship, and the money, of course. [inaudible] after we got a union in 
there, why, we, we got good .... salaries. 
INT: It was a sense of community and ... ? 
Goldie: Well, yeah. We all lived close around, so that made us all kind of a family, we called it. 
We'd have covered dish luncheons. And so, we socialized. 
INT: What did you like least about working there? Was there any examples? 
Goldie: Swing shifts. [ chuckling] (INT: Swing shifts?) I would have rather not been, I would 
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have rather worked morning shift. But that's the way they scheduled us-it'd change every week. 
INT: So every week you'd have a different shift? (Goldie: Uh-huh) So you didn't have, the hours 
would change every week? 
Goldie: Yeah. 
INT: The time of day-the hours would be the same. 
Goldie: Yeah. But we worked usually, we had to work through Sunday's. But, we had work. 
INT: What were the different shifts throughout the day? 
Goldie: Well, they had A, B, C and D shift. And I was hired in on B shift. But if the patron on 
the other shift was [inaudible] I'd come out and take her place. If I wasn't there, somebody' d 
take my place, you know. 
INT: For example, what was the A shift? 
Goldie: Well, same as, all of 'em was alike. But it was just hours . Hours that changed. 
INT: So would A be morning? 
Goldie: No. They changed shifts same as we did. All of 'em were on that same schedule. And 
of course, the ones that worked the A shift or B shift, I was hired in on B. But uh, it was a bunch 
of girls worked day shift. Some worked B, C, D. They'd come in on their own shifts, you see. 
INT: What would be the difference in like an A and a B? 
Goldie: No difference in the work. Just hours and days. 
INT: The time of day? 
Goldie: Mmm-hmm. When you went to .. .it changes, as I said, every week. But maybe B shift 
would finish up on Friday morning and they wouldn't come back to Sunday night at midnight. 
Well, no, they'd follow three to eleven, then when they'd come off three to eleven on Friday, then 
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they wouldn't go back 'til eleven o'clock Sunday night. 
INT: So that got tiring? 
Goldie: Yeah, we all stayed on our own shift. We just followed right through it. Had it's days 
off. We all had our days off. 
INT: When did you retire from Owens? 
Goldie: I retired in, I think it was '68. 
INT: 1968. And why did you decide to retire then? (Goldie: Huh?) Why did you decide to retire 
then? 
Goldie: Well, I was sixty-two, and that's hard work. [chucl<ling] 
INT: Do you receive a pension from the company? 
Goldie: Not at the moment, oh, I see, I get my retirement from Owens; not very big. Now, my 
daughter and son, they get, they got a big-, of course, she was there forty-two years. But I 
wasn't there that long. But I appreciate what I get. And I get my social security. I get along 
pretty good. 
INT: Do you still receive medical benefits .. . from the company? 
Goldie: No, not through Owens. Now, we had $2500 death benefits. Now, when my daughter 
died, they brought me a check down for $2500. Every retiree has that. But I didn't keep their 
insurance at the time I retired. Their insurance was too high for me, cause I was in the lower 
section. I wasn't in the higher section of pay. Now, the packers, in the packing department, they 
got a good one. I went in at eighty-six cents an hour, and I probably would have gotten 
something when I retired. 
INT: Do you still socialize with the people? 
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Goldie: Oh, yes, we the auxiliary that I helped organize in '35, and we have the retirees ... we all 
socialize together. 
INT: Is the bowling, is that still set up? (Goldie: Uh-huh) Do most of, do most of you still live in 
this area? 
Goldie: Yeah. Well, some of 'em lives over in Ohio. And, but they come across the river and 
they all socialize. 
INT: About how often? Is it every week? Every month? 
Goldie: Well, auxiliary meets every month. And the retirees meets first Tuesday of every month. 
And we bowl once a week, from uh, I think we start in September and then we bowl 'til the last 
of May. I won't get to bowl this week because I can't, can't throw that ball . [chuckling] 
INT: Okay, that'll be it. (Goldie: Well .. . ) Thank you very much. 
Goldie: I don't think you got very much because I told you everything I knowed. I appreciate 
you coming down. 
INT: Thank you very much for your time. 
INT: This interview was conducted at 419 West 9th Street, Huntington, West Virginia. It 
was done on Wednesday, March 91\ 1994. 
END OF INTERVIEW 
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